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SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY volunteers and members celebrated spring and 
Earth Month at the sanctuary and elsewhere with presentations, lessons, hikes, 
music and more. As usual, the sanctuary crew worked diligently to ensure Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary remains an inviting place for human and nonhuman visitors 
alike. The crew planted new native trees, seeded the prairie, removed invasive 
species, mulched the trails and more. On an April afternoon, United Way Day of 
Action participants helped out by picking up trash along Forrest Avenue, cleaning 
bird feeders, and washing windows. Thank you United Way volunteers!


WITH THE SPRING SEASON came new hikes led by Illinois Audubon Society’s 
Jamie Arntzen as she assisted visitors in discovering early woodland wildflowers. 
Weekly spring migration bird hikes returned with IAS’s Matt Hayes who helped us 
learn the sounds and sights of numerous warbler species seeking the sanctuary’s 
safe haven before moving on to their summer destinations. SAS volunteer 
educators kept things rolling at the sanctuary with a full schedule of fun and 
educational activities for numerous youth groups. 


THE MONTH OF MAY concluded with a unique musical event at the sanctuary 
hosted by Illinois Audubon Society and sponsored by the Springfield Choral 
Society. Composer and hammer dulcimer player Malcolm Dalglish joined the 
choral society in presenting two performances of "Hymnody of Earth," an inspiring 
journey through the natural world and humanity’s place in it. The two sessions 
featured music both indoors and out during a walk through the sanctuary and 
brought almost 100 people to the sanctuary on May 31st.


What a spring it was at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary. Let the summer fun begin!


SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY 
A CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY  

STEWARDS OF ADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY                     

Springfield Audubon Society works to foster connections between 
people, birds and natural habitats.

United Way volunteers spent an afternoon providing 
sanctuary cleanup assistance. Photo: Mike Holinga

SAS volunteer educators provided fun and educational activities 
at the sanctuary for several groups. Photo: Jeanne Handy

Music was enjoyed indoors and on the trails at the 
sanctuary during the “Hymnody of Earth” presented by 
the Springfield Choral Society.  Photo: Marilyn Robins
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THE 13TH SEASON OF PROJECT FEEDERWATCH  concluded in April at Adams Wildlife 
Sanctuary with SAS volunteers (and our resident feline assistant, Miss Margery), watching 
and documenting species appearing at the sanctuary’s feeders. Fourteen volunteers 
watched the feeders on eleven Wednesday mornings from November to April. Twenty-
seven different species were counted in all, averaging 15 per session. The highest 
recorded number occurred on January 22th with 119 birds counted and the lowest on 
March 5th with 25. Information gathered has been reported to the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, operators of the Project FeederWatch program. The program is a survey of 
birds that visit backyards, nature centers, community areas, and other locations across 
North America. The data gathered by participants provide valuable information about bird 
populations. Photo: Jo Fessett


The focus will be on prairie species when Jamie 
returns in June for monthly prairie hikes.

HABITAT

PRAIRE HIKE SCHEDULE

Join Illinois Audubon Society’s Director of 
Land Stewardship, Jamie Arntzen, on the 

last Wednesday of each month, June 
through October, on guided hikes through 

the Adams Wildlife Sanctuary prairie 
habitat. See something new every month 

in this evolving, dynamic landscape!


Dates: June 25, July 30, August 27, 
September 24, October 29


Time: 9:00 to 10:30 a.m.


Free and open to the public.                     
Meet in the sanctuary parking lot.


IAS’s Jamie Arntzen conducted woodland 
wildflower hikes for the first time this spring.

Prairie seeds collected from nearby premiere 
prairie sites were distributed in in April.

ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY’S DIRECTOR OF Land Stewardship, Jamie Arntzen, led new 
hikes this spring focused on woodland wildflowers. Every spring, there is a window of time 
when warmth and sunlight can reach the woodland floor before trees put out their leaves. 
During this period, spring ephemerals such as trout lilies and Virginia bluebells soak up all 
the light energy they need for the year. In doing so, they provide unique benefits to wildlife 
that are emerging from winter seeking early food sources.


In April, SAS sanctuary stewards were in the AWS prairie distributing seeds they had 
collected in the fall from other nearby premiere prairie sites to help increase the health and 
diversity of the AWS restoration, which is a habitat crucial to grassland birds and pollinators. 
Jamie will be back at the sanctuary in June to share her expertise on guided monthly 
prairie walks. Enjoy a morning walk while learning from an expert about this vital habitat! 
Photos: Jeanne Handy


CITIZEN SCIENCE

https://springfieldaudubon.org/


SUMMER 2025

 

https://springfieldaudubon.org/ 3

Spring Migration Bird Hikes Conclude

The Spring Migrations Bird Hikes led by Illinois Audubon Society’s Assistant Director, Matt Hayes, 
concluded in May. Nesting behaviors were observed particularly during some of the earlier 
hikes, with Matt observing a Cooper’s Hawk delivering food to and sitting on its nest. 

As the spring season progressed, a number of warbler species were heard and seen. What else 
did Matt find most interesting? Read his summary of this latest migration season at the 
sanctuary below. Photos: Jeanne Handy


Summary of Spring Migration Bird Hikes by Matt Hayes

This spring, migration at the sanctuary was a little bit slower 
than in previous years. Migrants seemed to trickle in slowly 
rather than in a few big flocks. It was fun to see new species 
using the sanctuary (for me at least) including Kentucky Warbler 
and Hooded Warbler. It has also been enjoyable to see how 
species are responding to the habitat management at Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary. Our stewards do amazing work to maintain 
and improve the habitat for all species, and they definitely have 
responded favorably!


BIRDING NEWS

Cooper’s Hawk by Richard George

Bird Banding Demonstration Held at the Sanctuary

The Lincoln Land Association of Bird Binders (LLABB) returned 
to the sanctuary on May 2nd, banding 44 birds of 16 species. 
We thank LLABB for bringing their banding skills to Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary and for discussing the importance of the 
information gathered by bird banding with the visitors who 
stopped by during their demonstration. Their continued efforts 
provide information for a conservation research database of 
birds across North America at the USGS Bird Banding Lab. 


An active Cooper’s Hawk nest at the 
sanctuary often was checked for activity 

during the migration hikes.

Did you know?  “Along with their 
very sharp eyesight and wide field of 
view…birds can process images 
more than twice as fast as we can. 
This ability is critical when dodging 
obstacles and tracking prey during 
high-speed flight.” From What It’s 
Like to be a Bird by David Allen Sibley

https://springfieldaudubon.org/


SUMMER 2025

https://springfieldaudubon.org/ 4

JULY

SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY collaborated with other local conservation groups and sponsors in 
April to present the third annual Earth Day Celebration as a free gift to the community. This year’s 
event featured a presentation by Chad Pregracke, founder of Living 
Lands and Waters and 2013 CNN Hero of the Year. Chad sought - and 
succeeded! - in inspiring the 
packed house with stories about 
his efforts to become a positive 
influence on his own world. The 
evening also featured display 
tables by a number of local conservation groups, a nature art display 
by the Sangamon Watercolor Society, good food and drinks, and 
inspiring conversation. The Springfield Tree Advocates were also on 
hand giving away over 100 native trees to interested attendees. The 
success of the event led Joel Horwedel, the Executive Director of 
Lincoln Memorial Garden to ask, “How are we 
going to top this next year?”


NATURE BOOK CLUB NEWS

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary & Lincoln Memorial 
Garden host a book club perfect for nature 
enthusiasts. Locations for quarterly group 
discussions alternate between AWS and LMG. 
The club is open to anyone who would like to 
participate. No need to sign up. Join us!

The Springfield Audubon Society table was one of many conservation group 
displays at the Earth Day event - and surely it was the best!  Pictured (L-R)  are 
Monica Millburg (SAS Treasurer), Marilyn Robins (SAS President), and Jeanne 

Handy (SAS Board Member and Event Coordinator). Photo: Jeff Scroggin

COLLABORATION

 “Plain and simple, if you see a 
problem, you can do 
something about it.” 

~Chad Pregracke, Founder 
of Living Lands and Waters

Illinois Native Plant Society President, Trish Quintenz, introduces Chad 
Pregracke. Photos above & right: Jeanne Handy

Chad captivated the packed house and provided inspiration by 
describing his personal journey. Photo: Tom Handy

August 5, 2025

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m.

Around the World in 80 Plants 

by Jonathan Drori


November 4, 2025

Lincoln Memorial Garden

10:00 a.m.

The Light Eaters 

by Zoe Schlanger
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EDUCATION

SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY VOLUNTEER educators welcomed several groups of 
students to the sanctuary for tours and classes. These included Compass for Kids 
groups for whom they conducted classes on pollinators, bird ID, and migration. Other 
visitors to the sanctuary included the Father’s House 
International After School Program who were inspired to plant 
their own pollinator garden with the help of the SAS educators 
and a grant from the Illinois Native Plant Society. Our 
volunteer educators could also be found around town as they 
participated in an Arbor Day event, Earth Stewardship Day at 
the Illinois State Fairgrounds for fourth grade students from 
around Sangamon County, and at Camp Cilca where they 

introduced middle school students to nature experiences and 
knowledge. Our educators know the joy children can find in 
understanding and experiencing our natural world and what a  
difference it can make in their lives. They have more experiences on 
tap for this summer! 

Photos: Donna Holinga and Jeanne Handy


VOLUNTEER!

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO HELP Springfield 
Audubon Society and Adams Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Consider becoming a part of our SAS volunteer 
educator team and provide positive educational nature experiences for our local 
youth. Or would you prefer to assist with habitat management? You can spend 
time in nature while being a part of maintaining a beautiful urban sanctuary that 
benefits our community, our birds, and many other species. Workday activities on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings can include: trail maintenance, removal of 
invasive species, planting and maintaining demonstration gardens around the 
Illinois Audubon Society headquarters, seed collection in the prairie, tree trimming 
and removal as needed, planting trees and shrubs in the woodland and managing 
the wetland. No experience necessary. No set number of hours required. Come out 
when you can! You may volunteer or get more information by contacting Mike at 
mjholinga@icloud.com 


Springfield Audubon Society volunteer educators (L-R) 
Grace Norris, Donna Holinga, and Mary Grundel presented 

seven sessions for Sangamon County fourth grade students 
on Earth Stewardship Day at the Illinois State Fairgrounds.

 “No one will protect what they don’t care about; and no one 
will care about what they have never experienced.” 

~Sir David Attenborough

mailto:mjholinga@icloud.com
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Program: “Walking with Our Amazing Fireflies” 
presented by Allen Yow and Andy Smith


June 19, 2025

Ice cream & crafts at 8:00 p.m.                        


Firefly walk at 8:30 p.m.


Don’t miss an exciting evening with ice cream, crafts, 
and a firefly walk through Adams Wildlife Sanctuary. 
There are more than 20 species of fireflies in Illinois, and 
Allen and Andy will help us identify those found at the 
sanctuary by their flash patterns, flash colors, and 
behavior. Learn more about their life cycle and what can 
be done to protect fireflies while enjoying a magical light 
show in the sanctuary’s woodland and prairie.


Caution: Do not put insect repellant on your hands if you 
plan to catch fireflies as it can harm or even kill them. 


Free and open to the public. 


UPCOMING EVENTS

There will be no Third Thursday Programs during the months of July and August as everyone enjoys the many outdoor 
activities offered in the summer months. Stay tuned for announcements when programming returns in the fall!

FALL SNEAK PEEK
Program: "Thirty Years of Enjoying Biodiversity and the Natural History 
of Illinois Through the Lens” presented by Michael Redmer, Wildlife 
Biologist/Nature Photographer and retired State Coordinator for the 
Illinois Private Lands Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Date: September 18, 2025

Watch for details!

Did you know?

Fireflies Spend the Majority of their Lives in the Soil

“Fireflies, like other beetles, undergo four distinct life stages, 
progressing from an egg to a larva, pupa, and eventually an 
adult. Although we typically think of the luminescent adult life 
stage when we think about fireflies, these animals actually 
spend most of their lives—up to two years—in the larval 
stage….In residential areas, pesticide applications to 
lawns and landscaping can contaminate soil, harming a 
variety of valuable soil dwelling invertebrates, including 
firefly larvae.” Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation


Check out this digital publication for more information: 

 “Conservation at Home: Protecting Fireflies from Pesticides”

https://springfieldaudubon.org/
https://www.xerces.org/sites/default/files/publications/23-022_01_Protect-Fireflies-at-Home-Factsheet.pdf
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Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited

Remember to inform your Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited  cashier that 
you are a Springfield Audubon Society member. Our chapter receives a 
percentage of purchases made by members. As always, we thank 
Springfield’s WBU for continuing to supply all bird feed and feeders for Adams 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

                 For Springfield Audubon Society news and updates, follow us on Facebook or check our website at https://springfieldaudubon.org/


SAS Officers

Marilyn Robins	 President

Debbie Bruce	 Vice President

Rhetta Jack	 Secretary

Monica Millburg	 Treasurer

SAS Board Members

Susan Allen

Martha Armour	 

Joe Gardner

Jeanne Handy

Vernon Kleen

Susan Nelson

Grace Norris

Matt Hayes Ex Officio

EVENT CALENDAR

June 5 - August 8, 2025	 	 	 Birdwatching Adventures

8:00  - 9:30 a.m.	 	 	 	 Illinois Audubon Society’s Brian “Fox” 	
	 	 	 	 Ellis transforms into John James 	 	
	 	 	 	 Audubon to lead weekly Friday morning 	
	 	 	 	 hikes filled with stories about the lives of 
	 	 	 	 birds encountered while walking the 	
	 	 	 	 sanctuary’s trails. Sponsored by Visit 	
	 	 	 	 Springfield. Meet in the sanctuary 		
	 	 	 	 parking lot.  A limited number of loaner 	
	 	 	 	 binoculars will be available.	 


June 19, 2025	 	 	 	 	 Third Thursday Program		 	
8:00 p.m.	 	 	 	 	 “Walking with Our Amazing Fireflies” 	
	 	 	 	 	 presented by Allen Yow and Andy Smith. 	
	 	 	 	 	 Ice cream and crafts followed by a 		
	 	 	 	 	 firefly walk on the sanctuary’s woodland 	
	 	 	 	 	 and prairie trails.


June 25, July 30, August 27, 	 Prairie Hikes

September 24, October 29	 Illinois Audubon Society’s Director of 	
9:00 - 10:30 a.m.	 	 	 Land Stewardship, Jamie Arntzen, will 	
	 	 	 	 share her expertise about the plants and 	
	 	 	 	 species communities during guided 	
	 	 	 	 monthly walks along the trails of the 	
	 	 	 	 AWS prairie habitat as it transitions 	
	 	 	 	 throughout the seasons. Meet in 	 	
	 	 	 	 the sanctuary parking lot.


All Events are Free and Open to the Public


What’s Your Speciality?

Springfield Audubon Society and 
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary need 
people with interests and skills 
of all types. If you would like to 

help out but need assistance 
determining which volunteer 

opportunity is best for you, 
Illinois Audubon Society has 

developed a quick and easy form 
to gauge your interests and help 

you find the perfect fit:

https://illinoisaudubon.org/

volunteer-interest-form/ 


Hooded Warbler

https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://illinoisaudubon.org/volunteer-interest-form/
https://illinoisaudubon.org/volunteer-interest-form/
https://springfieldaudubon.org/
https://springfieldaudubon.org/
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Springfield Audubon Society

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary

P.O. Box 984

Springfield, IL  62705

Visit the Sanctuary

2315 Clear Lake Avenue

Springfield, IL

Open every day dawn to dusk

JOIN US!

To join us, become a member of 

Illinois Audubon Society and select 
Springfield Audubon Society as 

your chapter. You can join or renew 
online at illinoisaudubon.org or 

scan the QR code.


https://springfieldaudubon.org/
http://illinoisaudubon.org

