SUMMER 2024

SPRINGFIELD

SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY
) A CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY

STEWARDS OF ADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

NEWS
SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY PRESIDENT Mike Holinga reports the prairie
burn conducted at the sanctuary in March was even more successful than burns
in previous years due to the great preparation provided by SAS volunteers. Many
thanks to Vern LaGesse, Mike Kennedy, and Illinois Audubon Society's Jamie
Arntzen for leading the burn and to the many SAS volunteers who did a great

1 job controlling the fire. Burning is a
beneficial practice that allows prairie
| habitat to flourish since deep-rooted
prairie plants are not harmed while
invaders with more shallow roots are
eliminated. The prairie was then
. seeded with a variety of plant seeds
' collected from several central lllinois

| sites last year. Additional thanks goes

to Vern LaGesse for milling this seed. Jamie Arntzen, Vern LaGesse (top), and Mike Kennedy
SAS volunteers are seen through the smoke assisting the (bottom) led the prairie burn.

burn chiefs in keeping the fire under control at all times.  Photos: Tom Handy

AS OUR STEWARDS continued their care of the sanctuary by pulling invasive plants,
mulching and widening trails and, this year, preparing young trees for the cicada
outbreak, the arrival of spring and approach of summer brought exciting and
unexpected sights such as an osprey! Not to be outdone, the flora of the sanctuary came
to life, with the return of the unique white bluebells and other woodland ephemerals.

The prairie will soon burst into flower with prairie hikes to follow. Photos: Tom Handy

SPringﬁ'eld Audubon Society works to foster connections
between people, irds and natural habitats.
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CITIZEN SCIENCE

THE 2024 SOLAR ECLIPSE in April offered a unique citizen
science opportunity at the sanctuary as lllinois Audubon
Society promoted eBirding to observe bird behavior during
the rare event. The public was invited to “eBird the eClipse”
at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary with experts Matt Hayes, Jarod
Hitchings, and Tony Rothering leading three separate groups

to observe birds before, during, and after the solar eclipse.
Although the Springfield area was not in the path of totality,
having reports from across Illinois provided useful comparison
of how bird species reacted, if at all, during the eclipse.

Observations were reported to Cornell Lab's eBird program.

THE 12TH SEASON OF PROJECT FeederWatch at Adams Wildlife
Sanctuary concluded in April. Each year from November to April, members of SAS

Matt Hayes, Jared Hitchings, and Tony Rothering

become citizen scientists, using their bird ~ (ttor) led three groups of observers through the

. o . sanctuary to document variations in hird behavior
£ Embrace the winter. Count feeder birds for science! Identlflcatlon Skl | |S (0] dOCU ment the during the solar eclipse. Photos: Tom Handy

TheCornellLab § of Ornithology émm.\\w\

Project FeederWatch

species spotted at the sanctuary's feeders.
Volunteers performed 13 counts, observing 28 species and 680 individual birds. This

information was reported to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

BIRDING NEWS

April started with remarkable sightings at the sanctuary when an osprey was

spotted during the solar eclipse bird hike along with a group of white pelicans.
Later in the month, IAS's Matt Hayes began his spring migration bird hikes for
the second year, and two well-attended Sunday hikes were also offered in April

led by SAS's Joe Gardner. The month of April closed with more excitement when

Illinois Audubon Society’s Matt Hayes led a series of spring
migration bird hikes at the sanctuary.

Matt became aware of a major "fallout” of migrants. According to Matt, a fallout
is a large influx of migrant species coming in all at once and staying for a couple
of days. Matt arrived early on April 29th and took to the trails, tallying 47 species of birds. This included more than 20 new

species for the year, of which 14 were warbler species. Matt and

“On the morning of 4/29 | arrived in the office to find our - members of Springfield Audubon Society put outan alertand a
Assistant Director somewhat agitated and giddy; he

kept repeating ‘warblers, so many warblers.” sizable group of people showed up for an impromptu bird hike at
Jo Fessett, IAS Executive Director

(Her humorous note about Matt Hayes’ reaction to the
fallout at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary)

noon that same day. Many of the same species were seen and
heard by those who attended, and Matt added three more

species for a total of 50 bird species at AWS that day.

For Springfield Audubon Society news and updates, follow us on Facebook or check our website at https://springfieldaudubon.org/
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COLLABORATION

SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY ONCE AGAIN spearheaded an Earth Day event
for the community in collaboration with several local conservation groups. This
year's event was held at the Hoogland Center for
the Arts and also celebrated the 75th anniversary of
the publication of the environmental classic by Aldo
Leopold, A Sand County Almanac. The packed house
was treated to an art exhibit by the Sangamon

Watercolor SOCIG’[y, information tables by the It was a packed house for our second annual Earth Day

Sponsoring groupsl a Viewing Of ’[he f||m Green Fire/ celebration held at the Hnogland Center for the Arts.

and Q&A presentation by the executive director of the Book Club for

Aldo Leopold Foundation, Buddy Huffaker, who later Nature Lovers
Itisagreattime
to revisit the

Buddy Huffaker, executive director of
the Aldo Leopold Foundation  sent a note saying: "Thanks all for such a great

gathering! I was so impressed with the interest and energy in the building. Not to environmental

mention the range and complimentary representation from the sponsoring classic A Sand County Almanac during the
o, , , 75th anniversary of its publication. Then

organizations.” Collaboration at its best - what a success! jump into the upcoming selections for the

nature book club held at Adams Wildlife
Sanctuary and Lincoln Memorial Garden.
The group meets quarterly for discussion
and is open to anyone who would like to
participate. Join us!

New Leopold Benches at the Sanctuary

Aldo Leopold designed the Leopold bench in the 1940s with a
simple design allowing the user to sit backwards and prop their
arms on the back to hold binoculars while scanning for birds.

August 6th at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. North Woods by Daniel Mason

We now have several Leopold benches at the sanctuary!
SAS member Joan McGrath donated the first bench
made by her husband Mike. With this inspiration,
several additional Leopold-style benches have been
built by the stewards for placement in the sanctuary.
Thanks to all of you! Photos from lowa Outdoors

EDUCATION

THE SAS EDUCATOR TEAM was everywhere this spring providing educational

activities for numerous events, including an Arbor Day event and Earth

Nov 5th at Lincoln Memorial Garden
10:00 a.m. Around the World in 80 Trees
by Jonathan Drori

Stewardship Day, which is sponsored by the Illinois
Environmental Protection Agency. This event is
open to all fourth grade students in Sangamon

County, and nearly 1,000 students attended at the

SAS volunteer educators presented five sessions at this
5 state fairg rounds. Our educators were one one of year’s Earth Stewardship Day at the state fairgrounds.

many presenters at this fun and educational gathering, presenting five sessions throughout the

day. The team was back at the sanctuary later in the month holding a session on plant

Students at Camp Cilca make bird

feeders to take home after learning
beginning bird idenfication. - Schoo|. Requests for our educators' fantastic programs continue to grow!

adaptations for forty fourth graders from Enos Elementary School before heading to Camp Cilca

to provide a program on beginning bird identification for fifty students from Grant Middle
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Springfield Audubon Society

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary
P.0. Box 984
Springfield, IL 62705

Visit the Sanctuary

2315 Clear Lake Avenue
Springfield, IL

Open every day dawn to dusk

SPRINGFIELD
AUDUBON SQCIET‘Y

EVENTS ATADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

June 20, 2024
7:30 p.m.

May 31 - August 6, 2024
8:00-9:00 a.m.

June 26 - October 30, 2024
9:00-10:30 a.m.

Third Thursday Program

"Walking with Our Amazing Fireflies"
presented by Allen Yow.

7:30 p.m. Ice cream and crafts

8:00 p.m. Firefly walk through the sanctuary

Friday Morning Bird Hikes

Learn about birds and birding history on
unique trail walks led by IAS's Brian "Fox" Ellis
as he portrays John James Audubon.

Friday mornings through August 6th.

Monthly Sanctuary Prairie Hikes

llinois Audubon Society’s Jamie Arntzen will
describe the plants and species communities of
the AWS prairie habitat during guided hikes on
the last Wednesday of each month.

All Events are Free and Open to the Public

If you would like to be a part of a team that is making a difference in our community like the SAS
sanctuary stewards, educators, and event planners, consider volunteering with Springfield
Audubon Society. No experience necessary. Contact Mike Holinga at mjholinga@icloud.com.

SAS Officers
Mike Holinga
Grace Norris
Rhetta Jack
Monica Millburg

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

SAS Board Members
Debbie Bruce

Joe Gardner

Jeanne Handy
Vernon Kleen

Rick Lanham

Marilyn Robins

Matt Hayes Ex Officio

Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited

Remember to inform your .
Springfield Wild Birds /\
Unlimited cashier thatyou
are a Springfield Audubon Society
member. Our chapter receives a
percentage of purchases made by
members. As always, we thank
Springfield's WBU for continuing to
supply all bird feed and feeders for
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary.




