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SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY held its annual gathering at the Adams Wildlife Sanctuary 
headquarters on January 7th preceded by a bird hike on the sanctuary’s trails led by Illinois 
Audubon Society’s Matt Hayes. The meeting included election of board members and officers 
followed by a potluck and presentation by Guy Sternberg of Starhill Forest Arboretum. Guy 

also presented the sanctuary with five gallons of 
self pollinated genetically pure bur oak acorns 
for forest enhancement at the sanctuary.


THROUGHOUT THE WINTER, the SAS crew 
continued its work. Several volunteers attended 
herbicide training in February, which allows the 
responsible dispersal of herbicide at the 
sanctuary. While the use of herbicides is not a 
first choice, it is a necessary management tool 

for the control of particularly aggressive species that do not respond to manual removal and, if 
left unchecked, will damage habitat diversity. Other sanctuary maintenance tasks continued as 
the weather permitted, with volunteers removing several trees blocking trails while tackling 
the ongoing work of prairie preparation.


SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY 
A CHAPTER OF ILLINOIS AUDUBON SOCIETY  

STEWARDS OF ADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY                     

ENHANCEMENT OF THE AWS prairie requires many volunteer hours and assistance from 
friends of the sanctuary. Work began last fall with Vern LaGesse guiding a group of SAS 
volunteers in collecting seed from the Nipper Wildlife Sanctuary. Additional seeds from 
another location were provided by Kevin Veara. Seeds of prairie plant varieties from other 

premiere locations help increase habitat health and 
diversity. During the winter months, volunteer 
sanctuary stewards began preparation of the AWS 
prairie with removal of fire-resistant shrubby and woody 
species that hinder development of a healthy prairie 
ecosystem. This prep is followed by prescribed burning 
and seeding. Photos: Jo Fessett, Jeanne Handy, Tom Handy

NEWS

IAS’s Matt Hayes led a hike through the 
sanctuary before the meeting & potluck

    Collecting

Burning Enjoying!

If you would like to be a part of a 
team that is making a difference 
in our community like the SAS 
sanctuary stewards, educators, 
and event planners, consider 
volunteering with Springfield 

Audubon Society. No experience 
necessary. Contact Mike Holinga 

at mjholinga@icloud.com.


SAS President, Mike Holinga, addressed the gathering

Seeding
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Love Books and Nature?

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary and Lincoln 
Memorial Garden host a book club 
perfect for 
nature 
enthusiasts. The 
group meets 
quarterly for 
discussion and is open to anyone who 
would like to participate. Join us!

May 7 at Lincoln Memorial Garden, 
10:00 a.m. Late Migration by 

Margaret Renkel

August 6 at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary, 
10:00 a.m. North Woods by 

Daniel Mason

Nov 5 at Lincoln Memorial Garden, 
10:00 a.m. Around the World in 80 
Trees by Jonathan Drori


COLLABORATION

SAS VOLUNTEERS ASSISTED the Illinois Native Plant Society at a February workshop held at 
the AWS headquarters. Alana McKean of Starhill Forest Arboretum gave a presentation on the 
process of winter native seed sowing and caring for the mini-greenhouses created during the 
workshop. A fantastic native plant seed selection was provided. Native plants are part of a 
community of species that have evolved together over time, developing unique 
interdependencies. Homeowners can provide important food sources and habitat for our 
native bird, butterfly, and pollinator species by incorporating native plants into the their home landscapes.

COMING IN APRIL! SAS is spearheading an exciting film 
and art event at the Hoogland Center for the Arts on April 
12th celebrating Earth Day and the 75th anniversary 

of Aldo Leopold!s book, A Sand 

County Almanac. SAS is 
collaborating with the Illinois 
Native Plant Society, Illinois 
Environmental Council, Lincoln Memorial Garden, and 
Friends of the Sangamon Valley to host this event with 
additional support provided by the Sangamon Watercolor 
Society and Oak Ridge Cemetery Foundation. This event 
includes an art exhibit by the Sangamon Watercolor Society.


  ”When we see land as a community 
to which we belong, we may begin 

to use it with love and respect.”          
Aldo Leopold

April 12, 2024

Hoogland Center for the Arts

An Earth Day Film & Art Celebration of Aldo 
Leopold & the 75th Anniversary of A Sand 
County Almanac - With Special Guest, Buddy 
Huffaker of the Aldo Leopold Foundation


5:30 - 7:00 Social hour with cash bar, light 
appetizers, information tables, and art exhibit by 
the Sangamon Watercolor Society

7:00 - 8:30 Film screening of Green Fire 
followed by Q&A with Buddy Huffaker, Executive 
Director of the Aldo Leopold Foundation


COMING IN MAY! Springfield Audubon Society will be partnering once again with the Illinois 
Native Plant Society in May for an offsite Third Thursday program at the Kidzeum presented by 
the Ink Dwell studio. The studio will be creating an outdoor mural at the Kidzeum and will 
speak about their countrywide “Migrating Mural,” which is a series of murals highlighting 
various animals along migration corridors shared with humans. The “Monarch Migrating 
Mural” focuses on the threatened monarch butterfly, which has seen its populations drop. See 
more about Ink Dwell’s projects at https://inkdwell.com/monarch-butterfly/ Mural by Ink Dwell studio

Native plant seeds for                     
mini-greenhouses

Painting by Debbie Megginson, 
Sangamon Watercolor Society
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Q: Are bird species at the sanctuary monitored throughout 
the winter season? 

A: Yes, I try to go on a bird walk once a week to see what 
species are around. I report those observations to eBird and 
they can be found there. This past winter, Springfield 
Audubon Society and Illinois Audubon Society conducted a 
Christmas bird count at the sanctuary on January 4th. This 
included walking the trails on the property and also birds at 
the feeders. Lastly, from November through the end of April, 
FeederWatch occurs at Adams. Volunteers with AWS record 
bird species seen every other week. These data are submitted 
to Cornell University who coordinates the effort.


Q: It has been mentioned that Red-Shouldered Hawks are 
nesting at Adams. Is this significant? 

A: Yes, we have a pair of Red-shouldered Hawks that have 
nested at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary for the past couple of 
years. It’s interesting that they have been nesting at Adams 
for a couple of reasons. First, Red-shouldered Hawks can be 
sensitive to disturbance, but they are nesting in an inner-
urban sanctuary. Second, I typically find Red-shouldered 
Hawks in forested areas along creeks and rivers (riparian 
forests). But, they are nesting on a site that has very little 

running water. What we don’t know is whether the pair has 
been successful since we haven’t yet found the nest to 
monitor it regularly. We are assuming the pair is nesting 
since they are found together before and after the nesting 
season, but then also alone when we expect incubation is 
occurring.


Q: Will the cicada outbreak expected later this year affect our 
bird populations, perhaps causing an increase in activity? 

A: There seems to be quite a bit of evidence from multiple 
sources that having a highly abundant food source, such as 
periodical cicadas, will cause birds to take advantage of that 
food source. It is supposed to occur during a time when 
parents will be searching for high protein food sources to 
feed their chicks. This could cause a good nesting season for 
many species as there will be an abundant, predictable food 
source this summer. 


For Springfield Audubon Society news and updates, follow us on Facebook or check our website at https://springfieldaudubon.org/


BIRDING NEWS
Q&A with Illinois Audubon Society Ornithologist, Dr. Matt Hayes

Bird Hikes Return to the Sanctuary in March

Did you know? Red-shouldered Hawks 
may use hearing as well as sight to locate 
prey. These hawks also have a distinct 
whistled call, especially in spring. Blue Jays 
often give a near-perfect imitation of this call. 


SAS Officers

Mike Holinga	 President

Grace Norris	 Vice President

Rhetta Jack	 Secretary

Monica Millburg	 Treasurer


SAS Board Members

Debbie Bruce

Joe Gardner

Jeanne Handy

Vernon Kleen

Rick Lanham

Marilyn Robins

Matt Hayes Ex Officio

IAS’s Matt Hayes will once again lead bird hikes 
during spring migration beginning in March. 
This is an excellent opportunity to spot migrants 
passing through the sanctuary on the way to 
their final destinations and for watching the 
activities of species that will remain in this area 
as they seek territories and mates for the 
nesting season. Photo: Tom Handy

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary Bird Hike Schedule

	 Wednesday Mornings, March 20th - May 15th, 8:00 - 9:30 a.m.

	 Meet in the sanctuary parking lot. Free and open to the public.


https://springfieldaudubon.org/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Springfield-Audubon-Society-Stewards-of-Adams-Wildlife-Sanctuary/100064363165191/
https://springfieldaudubon.org/


Springfield Audubon Society

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary

P.O. Box 984

Springfield, IL  62705

UPCOMING EVENTS AT ADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

March 20, 2024	 Bird Migration Hikes at the Sanctuary


8:00 - 9:30 a.m.	 Hikes begin March 20th and continue through May 15th


March 21, 2024	 Third Thursday Program

	 “Embrace the Dark with Bats!” presented by Marissa Jones, Head Gardner at Lincoln 

Memorial Garden


April 12, 2024	 Earth Day Film & Art Celebration of Aldo Leopold and 	
the 75th Anniversary of A Sand County Almanac


5:30 - 7:00 p.m.	 Social hour with art exhibit by the Sangamon Watercolor Society 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m.	 Film screening of Green Fire with special guest Buddy Huffaker of the 

Aldo Leopold Foundation


April 18, 2024 Third Thursday Program 

	 “Flycatchers of Illinois” presented by Dr. Matt 	Hayes of the Illinois Audubon Society


May 16, 2024  Third Thursday Program
TBD		 “Monarch Migrating Mural” presented by Ink Dwell 	

Studio. This will be an offsite program at the Kidzeum. 	 


June 20, 2024 Third Thursday Program

TBD		 “Our Amazing Fireflies” presented by Allen Yow.


Watch our website or Facebook for upcoming details.

All Events are Free and Open to the Public


Visit the Sanctuary

2315 Clear Lake Avenue

Springfield, IL

Open every day dawn to dusk

Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited

Remember to inform your 
Springfield Wild Birds 
Unlimited  cashier that 
you are a Springfield Audubon Society 
member. Our chapter receives a 
percentage of purchases made by 
members. As always, we thank 
Springfield’s WBU for continuing to 
supply all bird feed and feeders for 
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary.


