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NEWS

SPRINGFIELD AUDUBON SOCIETY PRESIDENT
Mike Holinga reports that progress has been
made toward improving the woodland habitat
at Adams Wildlife Sanctuary. Although the
Illinois Audubon Society is temporarily without
a land manager to offer advice and assistance
to the volunteer SAS sanctuary stewards,
friends and members of SAS with tree
expertise have stepped forward to help. We
thank Mike Kennedy for surveying the
woodland and identifying important trees
already existing at the sanctuary, Kevin Veara
for providing a number of excellent tree
specimens that will help increase desirable
species, and Guy Sternberg of Starhill Forest

SANCTUARY DISCOVERY

The recent survey of native tree species in the
sanctuary's woodland led to the discovery of a
grove of pawpaw trees. Our volunteer crew has
planted a sapling from another location to
hopefully provide pollination for pawpaw fruit,

created a new offshoot trail leading to the grove §
to give hikers the opportunity to admire the
trees up close.

Did You Know?: Zebra swallowtail
butterflies require pawpaw leaves
N as its larval food plant.
s, Pawpaw foliage is where
=8 females must lay their
eggs, and it is where the

Arboretum for consulting about the new
additions.

Now that important native trees have been
identified, our stewards will be removing
surrounding competitors to allow for strong
growth of specimens such as oak trees, which §
are important to the health of birds and
other species. Oaks are "keystone plants,”
meaning they are critical to the food web. In
fact, they support more life forms than any
other North American tree genus. The
National Park Service notes, “Because
caterpillars love oaks, so do birds. Healthy

bird communities coincide directly with

Several varieties of oak trees were
identified and tagged during a recent
survey of the sanctuary’s woodland.

healthy insect populations.”

A number of excellent native tree specimens await future planting
at the sanctuary to help improve the woodland habitat.

If you would like to be a part of a team that is
making a difference in our community like the
SAS sanctuary stewards, educators, and event

& s planners, consider volunteering with Springfield

caterpillars will develop. So the presence of pawpaw trees at the
sanctuary also helps our native zebra swallowtails. Photos: Tom Handy

https://springfieldaudubon.org/

Audubon Society. No experience necessary.
Contact Mike Holinga at mjholinga@icloud.com.
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EVENTS

SAS ONCE AGAIN SPONSORED THE POPULAR OWL PROWL, presented by the Illinois Raptor Center. A large
crowd gathered to get a close look at various owl species and learn about their natural history. The owls
used in the IRC's programs have all suffered from

issues that do not allow them to return to the wild.

3 ., ;a‘_q‘.,.;- Y After viewing a trio of Eastern Screech-Owls and a
8" By o |
& Barn Owl named Reaper during the indoor program, it
was time to head out onto the sanctuary's woodland
' "~ trail where at two stations attendees met the IRC's
Lg Barred and Great Horned Owls. At the final stop
near the sanctuary’s headquarters a Snowy Owl

Reaper the Barn Owl

Owl Prowl attendees gather around to view a Snowy Owl in the
council ring near the sanctuary’s headquarters took center stage in the sanctuary's council ring. Everyone left

Status of the Barn Owl: Barn Owls were once on the this event with a better understanding of the lives and

threatened and endangered list in Illinois due to grassland  challenges of these creatures. Proceeds from this program were
loss, pesticide use and other factors. Thanks in parttothe 4 1ated to the IRCin support of their conservation work on
Illinois Department of Natural Resource’s “lllinois Barn Ow!

behalf of birds of prey.
Recovery Plan,” their numbers have increased. enall oTbires ot prey

Photos: Tom Handy

EDUCATION

SAS VOLUNTEER EDUCATORS welcomed students from Grant
Middle School to the sanctuary, some of whom were
returning to gain new nature knowledge about how

students compared the leaves of various oak species and
spotted bird nests and mushrooms. In the prairie, dried
grasses and flowers were identified along with fluff-covered
seeds of the milkweed plant that were breaking loose from
their seed pods. Blowing into the opened pods, students sent
milkweed seeds flying onward to new locations where hopefully they will take root and appear
in the prairie next year. The accompanying teachers spoke of perhaps returning again in winter :
fora new exploration. By providing ongoing interactions, SAS educators are helping our :
community's students build stronger relationships with the natural world. Photos: Jeanne Handy gy jons explore the sanctuary.;wmdland

and prairie habits and send fluff-covered
COLLABORATION

milkweed seeds flying to new locations
SAS REPRESENTATIVES PARTICIPATED in a gathering of conservation groups hosted by Friends of
the Sangamon Valley that included Illinois Audubon Society and nine other organizations.

Discussions around a campfire at FOSV's new headquarters explored the ideas of common goals  environmentac/conservation croup
LEADERSHIP

and ways to increase community interaction. SAS was happy to be part of this Leadership S U M M l T
Summit and what is hoped to be an ongoing effort to gain strength through combined effort.
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BIRDING ATTHE SANCTUARY

Learning About Bird Movements and Behaviors on Fall Migration Hikes

Illinois Audubon Society's Matt Hayes led a
series of fall migration hikes at the sanctuary
culminating in a final October morning walk
through a woodland full of bird chatter and
action, with the trees hosting a combination of
year-round residents, migrants stopping over
before continuing elsewhere, and other

species moving into the area to overwinter

here.

A Carolina Wren, one of the woodland’s
resident species, immediately made its

territorial rights known through song while

birds making a brief stop along their

migratory route constantly flitted about,
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Project FeederWatch

seeking to eat as much as they could. Matt's
trained eyes spotted such migrants as a
Connecticut Warbler, Swainson’s Thrush, and
a White-throated Sparrow. There were also
species that had recently arrived to
overwinter in the area, like the Golden-
crowned Kinglet and the Brown Creeper that
zigzagged across the trunk of a tree as it
snatched insects from the bark.

This final hike along with those leading up to

it provided a great opportunity to gain a

better understanding of bird movements and

IAS’s Matt Hayes led a series of fun and
informative fall migration hikes at
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary

behaviors during the fall season. We thank

Matt for sharing his time and knowledge.

Adams Wildlife Sanctuary Now an eBird Hotspot

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology's eBird app and website ) ) )
"eBird plays an increasingly

important role in science

and conservation.”
Cornell Lab of Ornithology

now show Adams Wildlife Sanctuary as a designated
hotspot. This means the sanctuary is a shared location

where birders can report their sightings to eBird, which

is an amazing database of bird observations from around the world. Currently, eBird
indicates that there is an “all time” total of 164 bird species reported at Adams.
Check it out at https://ebird.org/hotspots.

Citizen Science

SAS volunteers have started their 12th season of citizen science for the Project
FeederWatch program, gathering for three hours every other Wednesday morning from
November through April to identify and document the bird species spotted at the
sanctuary's feeders. This info is reported to Cornell Lab of Omithology for their survey of
birds visiting backyards, nature centers, and other locations across North America. This
program provides valuable long-term information about the status of bird populations.

You Can Contribute!: Contribute to Project FeederWatch by counting birds around your
home or a selected area. Find more info about participating at https://feederwatch.org/

n For Springfield Audubon Society news and updates, follow us on Facebook or check our website at https://springfieldaudubon.org/

https://springfieldaudubon.org/
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Springfield Audubon Society
Adams Wildlife Sanctuary
P.0. Box 984 SERNGHELD

Springfield, IL 62705

Visit the Sanctuary

2315 Clear Lake Avenue
Springfield, IL

Open every day dawn to dusk
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Mike Holinga President
Grace Norris Vice President
Rhetta Jack Secretary
Mary Grundel Treasurer

SAS Board Members

Mike Bowers

Debbie Bruce

Joe Gardner

Jeanne Handy
Vernon Kleen

Rick Lanham
Marilyn Robins

Matt Hayes Ex Officio

Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited

When making a purchase at Springfield Wild Birds Unlimited,
remember to inform the cashier that you are a Springfield
Audubon Society member. Our chapter receives a percentage
of purchases made by members.

As always, we thank Springfield's WBU for

EEe - continuing to supply all bird feed and feeders
QWild Bl Unlimited

Nature

for Adams Wildlife Sanctuary.

UPCOMING EVENTS AT
ADAMS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

January 4, 2024: Christmas Bird Count
Time to be determined. Watch for details.
Join Springfield Audubon Society's group count
for this National Audubon Society event.
January 7,2024: SAS Annual Gathering and Potluck
11:00 Sanctuary hike (optional)
12:00 Brief meeting followed by potluck -
please bring a dish to share
12:30 "Think Like a Tree" Guy Sternberg of Starhill

Arboretum will discuss the importance of tree
diversity and the benefits to wildlife.

February 15,2024: Brown Bag Partner Event
11:30 - 1:30 p.m.
“An Introduction to Common Winter Birds and the
Great Backyard Bird Count” presented by Illinois
Audubon Society's Matt Hayes.

Free and Open to the Public



